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1 AGAINST THE ODDS

Read in Brief

Tracks to Taj Nagar

The people of Taj Nagar village near Gurgaon, Haryana,

wanted a railway station in their village for 25 years.

When the railway department said they had no money,

the villagers collected I 21 lakh themselves and built the

station. A team of 11 members collected money from

farmers and villagers, with amounts between I 3,000 and

% 75,000. The station was ready in 2010, becoming

India's first railway station built entirely with people's money. Now, villagers don't have to travel
far to catch a train.

Sitapur's Light

Mera Gao Power (MGP) is helping villages in Sitapur, district Uttar Pradesh, get electricity by
using solar power. They set up small solar grids that give two LED lights and a mobile charging
point to homes for just ¥ 25 a week. This is cheaper and cleaner than using kerosene lamps.
Thanks to this, people now have better lighting for cooking and studying. Some have even started
small businesses, like weaving saris and making tablecloths. The community helps set up the grids,
which also protect the environment and improve life in the village.

Palakkad Public Library
The Palakkad District Public Library in Kerala, opened

in 2013, is a place for learning and activities, especially

for women. In 2014, women started a group to hold
workshops, film shows, and discussions about family

and work problems. The library gives women a safe

space to read, learn, and plan new ideas like creating
special reading rooms for women. It helps women grow
through reading, education, and cultural programs, mak-

ing it an example of progress.

Glossary:
o against - (A2, {l A1H e odds - 1381 o villagers - U+l Els
o contributed - dldLEL ST e capacity - &¥dl o burning desire - dla %91

e resolution - &UA e committee - A[A[d o efforts - MUl
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e operation - s142(<] e solar panels - ARUAG o electricity - [A2ull

o smokeless - 4HI3L[A[3+ e customer - AlLS e installation - A4

o environment - Y4{d28l e pollution - UgM¥8L ® business - HAAY,

e studying - AU e public library - A1<os(s Yraslay

o modern - 4[5 o information - Hi[&dl e knowledge - -

o wisdom - ¢i[& e empowerment - AU[5158 e workshops - st
e gardening - 6llUAd o family conflicts - WRARS A4 e arts - 011l

o legal disputes - 5l+{l [AaUEl o strength - Alsd o unity - sl

e opportunities - dsl o reading rooms - AlAAvLdl e beacon - glaleidl

Read the extract and answer the questions :

Most of the three thousand people living in the village are farmers. But such was the burning
desire to have a station in the village, everybody contributed according to their capacity.
Ranging from three thousand rupees to seventy-five thousand rupees. "They donated money
for the station and we started the construction in January 2008." said Ranjit Singh, a former

village sarpanch.

(1)  What was the minimum donation?

(2)  The main occupation of the villagers was

"There are a large number of people in the village who need to go to Gurgaon, Delhi and
Rewar. There are students who go to colleges. Till now, we had to either go to Halimandi or
Patli to catch a train. Both the stations are six kilometres away from Taj Nagar. We thought
when the railway lines passed through the village, we would have a station here. But that
didn't happen. So, we raised the demand in 1982 and have been continuously asking for it,
but the railways told us that they did not have funds. So, finally we decided to craft our own

destiny," said Hukamchand, a member of the committee.

(3) Why did the railways deny to give fund?

(4) When was the demand raised?

In Kerala, The Palakkad District Public Library has been set up and running since

September 2013. It is a fine modern library, a center for information, knowledge, wisdom,
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cultural activities, research and reference. But it has recently been in the news for different
reasons. A third of its thousand members are women. These women, supported by the
shared space the library offered them, launched a women's unit in February, 2014. The unit

got together to discuss methods of empowering women.

(5) The library is the centre of \
(6) What is special about the library?

(7) How can you say that the unit works for women empowerment?

Village by village, MGP is building network of low cost solar micro grids that provide two
LED lights and a mobile charging point to all paying households at a cost a twenty-five rupees
per week. That is cheaper than kerosene which can cost almost double across a month. Solar

power, as a smokeless source of light, comes with added benefits to customers' health.

(8) What does MGP provide to the customers?

(9) How is solar power harmless?

Write a short-note focusing on the questions.
(10) The Railway station of Taj Nagar
—  What was the main problem of villagers?

Why was the demand to build railway station rejected by government?

%
—  What did villagers do to solve the problem?
%

Why was the station of Taj Nagar unique?

Write whether the following statements are true or false.
(12) The government funded twenty-one lakh rupees to build the railway station.

(13) Patli and Rewar are the nearest railway stations for Taj Nagar.
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(15)
(16)
)
(18)

(19)
(20)

_

Ranjit Singh was the sarpanch of Taj Nagar.
The solar power is cheaper than kerosene lamp.

The villagers of Sitapur were curious to see the installation process.

The Palakkad District Library is unique for its activities.

[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
The solar panel is installed in the Southern direction. [ ]
[ ]
The library provides house hold things to its member. [ ]

[ ]

The woman has seperate unit in the library.

Suppose you are the Sarpanch of your village. What will you do to connect your

interior village with the highway road passing by?

Read the Passage and answer the questions :

Bhavnagar airport is connected with the international airports of Mumbai and Ahmedabad

with daily flight frequency. The closest railway station is at the town of Dhasa, which is about
50 km from the park. The historical town of Vallabhipur is about 30 km away.

The blackbuck is also known as Krishna Jinka in Telugu language. It has been declared the

state animal of Andhra Pradesh. Other local names for the species include Kala hiran, Sasin,
Iralai Maan, Krishna Mriga in KAnamikada and Kalveet in Marathi.

(e2y)

(22)

(23)
24

(25)

The international airports connected with Bhavnagar are

and

How far is Dhasa from the park?

Blackbuck is the state animal of

What is Blackbuck called in Marathi?

Ifyou are living in America and want to visit Velavadar, what would be your travelling plan?

Read the cash memo and answer the questions.

Ma Pino’z Pizza

Infinity Mall , Shihor . Contact : 9999988888

Cash Memo

Date: 20-12-2024 Invoice No.: 20172 )
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Details of Purchase:

1. Four Cheese (M) -3 299
2. Margarita (L) - Free (as per the scheme)
3. Thick rush (S) - Free (as per the scheme)
Offer Applied:
Buy 1 Get 2 Free (Friday Special)
Total Amount Payable: 299
Payment Mode: UPI
Thank You! Visit Again!

Follow us for more offers: Mapi_pitzal 123

(26) Which Pitza are bought here?

(27) What is the offer here?

(28) How is the bill paid?

(29) The ofter is applied only on

Match the language function with the sentence.

A B Ans.

(30) I can drive a car. a) Expressing possibility | (30)
(31) Rushil is either a teacher or a professor. | b) Inquiry as nature (€2 ) J—
(32) Where is an ATM? c) Expressing ability (32)

d) Showing Alternatives

Choose and write the appropriate responses to complete the conversation.

(33) Kajari : [ want to buy Oxford English dictionary.

(inquiry as nature)
Shopkeeper : Rs. 300.

(a) How much does it cost? (b) Who will give it to me ?

(c) From where did you buy it? (d) How is it?
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(34) Teacher : Look at those boys.

GS.: (Describing comparison)

(a) They are tall. (b) The boy are clever.

(c) How active they are! (d) They are more active than others.
’ (35) Complete the paragrapah filling in the brackets with the appropriate words from the

brackets.

(lobbied, former, donate, involved, provided)

Generally I money for the education purpose as I am

in many social activities. It was last year that our
president, Mr Bhatt for

a community hall in our village.Our area has no such facilities so everyone supported in that

mission.

3. Find and write the word having nearset meaning.

(36) tfamous : notorious- pretty- wellknown

(37) Cattle : vegetation- animals- living beings

(38) Mob : crowd-herd-flock

1. Read the dialogue and complete the indirect narration given below choosing the

correct option from the brackets.

Anamika : "I will bake a cake tomorrow."

Manan : "Can I help you with it?"

Anamika : "Sure, you can help me with the decorations."
Manan : "Great! I love decorating cakes.

(39) Anamika told Manan that (he, she, they) would bake a cake the
next day. Manan (told, asked, requested) if he could help her with

it. Anamika agreed and said that he (can, could, would) help her with

the decorations. Manan exclaimed that he (loves, loving,

loved)decorating cakes.
Join the sentences using appropriate conjunctions from the brackets.

(40) My uncle is old. He is strong.( and,but,so)

(41) My brother will drink tea. He will drink coffee. ( therefore, either...or,neither...nor)
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(42) You will secure first class. You are working very hard. ( though, because, and)

(43) Do as directed.
Mr. Sharma is my teacher. He teaches me English. He does all his works by himself.

These notebooks are his.

Begin like this... Mrs. Sharma is my teacher

Select the question to get underlined words/phrase as their answer. (Tick Mark the

correct answer)

(44) There are seven colours in the rainbow.

(a) How many colours are there in the rainbow ?
(b) How much colours are there in the rainbow ?
(c) Where are seven colours ?

(d) What is there in the rainbow ?

(45) Tirth can speak English fluently.
(a) How can Tirth speak English ?

(b) Who can speak English fluently?

(c) What can Tirth speak fluently?

(d) Why can Tirth speak English fluently?
(46) Ritenbhai was selected as a principal.

(a) Why Ritenbhai selected as a principal ?

(b) Who was selected as a principal ?

(c) Where was a Ritenbhai selected?

[ 1]
[ ]
[ ]
[ 1]
[ ]
[ ]
[ 1]
[ ]
[ 1]
[ 1]
[ ]
[ ]

(d) Whom was selected as a principal?

(47) Write a paragraph in about 150 words with the help of given points.
My Visit to a Smart Village
Points : Blend of tradition and modernity.-Wi-Fi and e-governance.-Solar panels and

renewable energy.-Advanced farming techniques-Digital classrooms in schools.-Modern

healthcare facilities-Waste management systems-Community-driven development.
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(48) Describe the picture in ten sentences.
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* The dot on top of “i” and “j” is called a “tittle.”

1)

~

The letter “A” is not used in spelling numbers 1 to 999 in English.

/
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